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Political Economy

Lecture: Mondays, 16-18, HU Berlin Spandauer Str. 1/Raum 203 (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Exercise: Tuesdays, 12-14, FU Berlin Garystr. 21/Horsaal 108a (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Seminar (Block):

Wednesday 02.07.2025, 9-17, FU Berlin Thielallee 73/Raum UG (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Thursday 03.07.2025, 9-17, FU Berlin Thielallee 73/Raum UG (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Wednesday 09.07.2025, 9-17, FU Berlin Thielallee 73/Raum UG (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Thursday 10.07.2025, 9-17, FU Berlin Thielallee 73/Raum UG (Anja Prummer, Theocharis
Grigoriadis).

Office Hours: Anja Prummer: upon request, before and after classes is often easiest
Theocharis Grigoriadis: Mondays, 8-10, Garystr. 55/101A

Modules:
BSoE Doctoral Program: Field
Master of Science in Economics/Public Economics: Methods in Economic Policy Analysis

This course provides students with strong theoretical and empirical foundations to pursue
advanced research in the field of political economy. While our approach is primary grounded in
economic theory and quantitative methods, we are open to qualitative inputs from neighboring
disciplines such as history, political science and philosophy. The first part of the course will cover
the foundations of modern political economics and will be delivered mainly by Professor Anja
Prummer. The focus will be on different approaches toward collective action, why dictatorships
persist and democracies emerge. Moreover, we will discuss the mechanisms that may advocate
transitions to democracy. A significant part of the course will elaborate on decision-making and
preference aggregation mechanisms under direct and representative democracies and the
efficiency consequences of special interest politics with a primary interest on lobbying. The
second part of the course will be delivered primarily by Professor Theocharis Grigoriadis and it
will involve normative approaches to distribution and class competition, while the concepts of
ethical voting and social norms will be reviewed extensively. Probabilistic models of voting and
equilibrium concepts of multidimensional political competition underscore the logic of electoral
politics, while the last two sessions are devoted to empirical designs with explicit reference to
political science and historical approaches to political economy.

Attendance : mandatory for Master students for the seminar, strongly encouraged otherwise
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ii.

Grade:

Participation for Master Students

Seminar presentation (25 slides per person, 45 minutes per person) in the end of the
semester.
Completion of a multi-exercise set (ungraded).

Doctoral students

Exam+

Referee Report

Master students
Research Paper (4 K words).
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Outline:

1: Anarchy & Dictatorship
Prummer.

2: Democratization
Prummer.

3: Transition
Grigoriadis.

4: Social Choice
Prummer.

5: Direct Democracy
Prummer.

6: Representative Democracy
Prummer.

7: Special Interest Politics: Lobbying
Prummer.

8: Probabilistic Models of Voting & Political Competition
Grigoriadis.

9: Ethical Voting & Social Norms
Grigoriadis.

10: Distributive Justice
Grigoriadis.

11: Accountability
Grigoriadis.

12: Information Ageregation
Grigoriadis.

Block Seminar, 02.07 & 03.07: Presentations & Discussion (Grigoriadis, Prummer)

Block Seminar, 09.07 & 10.07: Presentations & Discussion (Prummer, Grigoriadis)



